
Dear Camp and Retreat Families, 

 

The Florida Conference camp and retreat ministries have transformed the lives of campers, 

participants, guests, staff, and volunteers for over 70+ years. Today, we write to you in the midst 

of one of the most challenging times our camping community has faced. Yet we know, God's 

steadfast love extends to us as we adapt to this new world.  

After much prayer and careful consideration, the Board of Camps and Retreat Ministries have 

made the challenging decision to suspend our summer programs at all Florida Conference sites—

Centenary Camp, Riverside Camp & Retreat Center, and Warren Willis Camp & Conference 

Center for the 2020 season. This decision includes traditional overnight summer camp, day 

camps, and Mission Riverside. 

This decision is difficult and unprecedented. We truly believe that camp provides a unique 

opportunity for people to experience the transforming love of God in the context of Christian 

community. We mourn the loss of that opportunity this summer.  

We are devoted to providing a safe environment that allows for social, emotional, and spiritual 

growth as campers. We consulted guidelines from the American Camp Association, the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Florida State Department of Health. It became clear 

that their recommendations for social distancing, PPE, sanitization, and quarantine protocols 

would need to be in place for summer programs to run. These measures would force new 

challenges on campers and staff and would not allow for the nurturing environment on which our 

programs rely.  

Even with these new protocols in place, health and safety are not something we can confidently 

provide this summer in the pandemic context. While our staff are trained and have the experience 

to keep our community safe during normal camp activities, we are not all trained medical 

professionals. Even with our best efforts, the risk to our communities is too high. We decided to 

suspend summer programs to protect our campers and staff, and every guest, volunteer, parent, 

sibling, and grandparent connected to our broader community. Our Board decided to follow John 

Wesley's edict to "Do No Harm." 

Those who have already registered and made a payment toward a program will be contacted by 

their site by the end of next week to discuss their options going forward. The four options are:  

1. Apply funds to next year's deposit: Turn your refund into a deposit for next summer. 

2. Donate your deposit to help support the continued work of camp. 

3. Full refund. 

4. Refund and donate: Do both! Consider taking a partial refund and making a partial 

donation. Let us know how you would like your payment divided. 

We know this is disappointing news, and we share in your disappointment. This summer will 

look like no summer any of our sites has ever seen. The loss of summer program for this year has 

already begun to cause our hearts to grieve. But God's steadfast love and faithfulness extend to 

our communities just as it has to all generations before us, and just as it will to generations of 



happy campers for years to come. We draw now on God's strength as we choose to keep our 

communities as safe as possible, and we pray for every member of our extensive network of 

Florida Conference families every day. We are so grateful for the love and support we receive 

from you and will do all we can to love and support you in whatever ways we can during this 

time. We can't wait to see you all again: safe, happy, and healthy. 

In Christ, 

The Board of Camps & Retreat Ministries and Staff 

 


